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Greetings,

| am thrilled to be addressing you as the President
of FAMFT. This is an exciting time for FAMFT with
enthused members who are working diligently to
bring out the best in the state. | am still on a high
from our visit to Tallahassee on Feb 6 and 7™.
During that time, your chapter leaders specifically
from Broward, Orlando, and Tallahassee
accompanied Larry Barlow, Melinda Piller, and
myself in engagement activities, such as attending

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

12 2017 Annual Conference

3 Advocacy Trip to the Capitol

the Children, Families, and Elderly Affairs
committee meeting, and personalized meet and
greets with legislators. | believe that this
legislative trip was timely to the political
environment of our country and state. As
psychotherapists, our job is central to bring about
change. Therefore, we showed up, put ourselves
out there, and let ourselves be seen. BEING SEEN
is my goal for this office. For so long, | believe
family therapists specifically in Florida have been
underutilized and disconnected. We represent
change makers in many corners of the community
such as private practice, school, religious, federal,
business, and university settings. | am proud that
one of the first efforts to increase visibility was to
rebrand our logo, reconstruct a user-friendly
website, and create a social media presence with
an active Facebook and twitter page. | encourage
everyone to visit the website (www.FAMFT.org )
regularly as activities, events, and opportunities
to get involved are updated frequently. FAMFT
now utilizes the GoToMeeting platform for board
meetings. We hope this allows information to be
easily disseminated between the board and
chapter/committee leaders. In the future, | hope
to bring you video messages to keep you updated
on FAMFT business. We want to highlight the
great work that you are doing and bring
awareness to the community that family
therapists are here to help. We are stronger
together — Get involved, stay connected, and
share your talents with your local chapter.
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UPCOMING WORKSHOPS - Our workshops are held on Fridays from 9am -

12pm and include the option to purchase CEUSs.

March 17 - Domestic Violence with Paul Wheeler

July 7 - The Daring Way with Eloise Kay and Lisa Wolcott

October 20 - LGBTQ and Trans with Jen Evans

UPCOMING CONFERENCE (more information to follow)

May 19 - Families and Forgiveness: Therapy, Healing and the Ethics of
Reconciliation

Terry Hargrave, Ph.D. is nationally recognized for his pioneering work with
intergenerational families. Dr. Hargrave has authored numerous professional
articles and eleven books including Restoration Therapy: Understanding and
Guiding Healing in Marriage and Family Therapy (co-authored with Franz

Pfitzer) and The Essential Humility of Marriage: Honoring the Third Identity in
Couple Therapy.

Dr. Hargrave has presented nationally and internationally on the concepts and
processes of family and marriage restoration, aging and is known for his clear and
entertaining presentations. His work has been featured in several national
magazines and newspapers, as well as ABC News 20/20, Good Morning America
and CBS Early Morning. He has been selected as a national conference plenary
speaker and as a Master's Series Therapist by the American Association for

Marriage and Family Therapy.
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FAMFT: February 6 and 7 Lobbying Trip Update!
by Melinda Piller, Ph.D., MPA
FAMFT Lobbyist

After months of planning, 25 participants, from around the state, including chapter leaders, legislative chairs, members,
and students, joined the Florida Association for Marriage and Family Therapy, for a non-stop lobbying adventure. Upon
arrival, participants got right to work! Everyone agreed, this was a successful grassroots activity and should be scheduled

each year.
Monday afternoon, participants attended the Florida Senate Children, Families, and Elder Affairs Committee Meeting. Committee
vice chair, Senator Torres (Orlando) spent time with our Orlando Chapter, discussing issues, taking photographs, and learning
about each other.
Monday evening, our Tallahassee Chapter hosted a fun-filled dinner, at Bella Bella, a well-known local Italian restaurant, not far
from the Capitol. Everyone enjoys great food and lively conversations. Together, e ver yone r evi ewed t he¢
plans and activities.
OQur shared message” to |l egislators was dGutnessagei Maeridge aadn d
family therapists are vitally important mental health professionals, who serve in various settings throughout Florida, treat many
mental health issues, and are ready to work with our Florida delegations to improve the lives of Floridians, in need of our mental
health services.
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Each participant was given a FAMFT lapel ribbon to wear when lobbying. In addition, participants received House of
Representatives and Senate lists and their office locations, with contact information, as well as committee packets for Tuesday.
Tuesday morning, the FAMFT lobbying team of 25 met in the Capitol Cafeteria for a briefing. Then, it was off to meetings,
committees, and exploring the Florida Capitol! During each meeting participants were warmly greeted by legislators and
legislative staff. A number of scheduled and impromptu meetings were held throughout the morning. Participants enlightened
legislators on the profession, including how Marriage and Family Therapists work in diverse settings, practice in various mental
health professional venues, and shared a variety of issues MFTs are concerned about, in the context of serving as mental health
leaders in Florida.

Tuesday afternoon, the FAMFT lobbying team met in a senate conference room for a luncheon and de-briefing. Senate Bill
Montford (Tallahassee) stopped by and greeted everyone. Participants took this opportunity to discussion their professional
interests in working public schools and how they <can
known for his leadership in public schools, agreed that there is a significant need for mental health professionals in schools.
Finally, after a vigorous and productive day of lobbying, participants headed home. Many had a long drive back to their
counties; however, some stayed a bit later and toured the Old Capital, which is now a museum.

Thanks to everyone who took the time and energy to participate
in our successful Tallahassee Lobbying Trip!

Dr. Melinda Piller leads FAMFT representatives at the Florida Capitol
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Updates for February 17, 2017 Board Meeting
from Nicole Benton, Board Student Representative

Initiatives Completed since January

9 Since joining the board, Nicole has reached out to all of the training programs throughout the
state to recruit 1-2 students who may serve as a liaison between their program and FAMFT,
helping Nicole to gain a sense of the student needs and what they might need to improve
student involvement in FAMFT.

9 Students from Capella University (Andrea Green Soto), Rollins College (Jenene Torres &
Whit Lake), Nova Southeastern University (Porshia Cunningham), and Stetson University
(Sarah Brow & Garrett Graves) have all agreed to represent their respective institutions in
helping Nicole assess student needs.

9 The aforementioned students, along with Christina Chamberlain of Stetson University, have
expressed interest in joining the conference committee and assisting with planning the student
track.

9 Nicole was able to touch base with Dr. Lesley Hull of UF, and Dr. Lenore McWey of FSU to
assist with garnering support from students in those two programs.

9 Nicole was able to touch base with Dr. Barlow and Melissa about the possibility of starting
social media pages specifically for FAMFT students-which may increase involvement. Melissa
suggested using the existing pages to increase student involvement.

1 Nicole was able to gain ideas about topics that students may be interested in for the annual
conference, including ideas from Capella and North Central University students to present a
special track for online students who are having trouble marketing themselves due to
preconceived notions about online students.

Action Items to be Completed

9 Consult with students at Florida State University, University of Florida, University of Central
Florida, and University of Miami on their needs and interests.

9 Use these responses to narrow down topic ideas for the conference and generate a survey to the
programs on which topics they are most interested in

9 Consult with Dr. Schooley about planning a conference call for the developing student
committee in regards to planning the student track.

1 Consult with student representatives in the local chapters to gain a sense of student needs
within the chapter.
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Florida Association for Marriage and Family Therapy Board of Directors and Committees

EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS

President Secretary

Tyon Hall, PhD, LMFT Michael Alicea, EdD, MSW, MS
Winter Park, FL P.O. Box 144448
tyonhall@gmail.com Coral Gables, FL 33114

Ends 12/31/2019 786-222-7671

305-525-3703
mjalicea@bellsouth.net
Ends 12/31/2018

Treasurer

Steve Waltz, MS, LMFT
1205 Waverly Rd
Tallahassee, FL 32312
Work - (850) 321-8920
Swaltzccc.aol.com
Treasurer until 12/31/2019

BOARD DIRECTORS

Irma Barron, PhD Edie Siemann, EdS, LMFT, LMHC, NCC
Faculty & Marriage and Family Therapy 2830 NW 41st St Suite J

Coordinator Gainesville, FL 32606

Master's Programs 352-284-3747

Albizu University Candorcounselingllc@cox.net

2173 NW 99th Avenue Ends 12/31/2017

Doral, Florida 33172
ibarron@albizu.edu

Office: 305-593-1223 ext.3128
Ends 12/31/2019

William Don Jefferson Student/Associate Representative
14714 Kitlanselt Way Nicole Benton

Orlando, FL 32828 Orlando, FL
allisondonfamily@comcast.net nicolejbenton@gmail.com
407-325-5755 Ends 12/31/2019

Ends 12/31/2018

Elections Chair & Board Preclinical Member Representative
Member/Leadership Development Team Sarah Kate Wilder, M.Ed./Ed.S.
Melissa Tran, MA, LMFT Village Counseling Center

Orlando, FL 3919 W Newberry Rd #5, Gainesville, FL
407-621-2681 32607

mt tran@yahoo.com sarahkwilder@gmail.com

Ends 12/31/2017 813-713-7798

Ends 12/31/2019
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Find uson

Facebook

Committee Chair
Finance committee Steve Waltz
swaltzccc@aol.com Florida Association for
Legislative committee | Meredith Neill . .
MeredithWN@yahoo.com Mamage and Famlly
Student/pre-clinical Sarah Kate Wilder Th
fellow committee sarahkwilder@gmail.com erapy
Elections/leadership Melissa Tran
development missablue@gmail.com
committee
Membership Annalynn Schooley
committee annalynn@nova.edu
Diversity/ethics Yulia Watters
committee/marketing | ywatters@ncu.edu
Restructuring task Edie Siemann
force Candorcounselingllc@cox.net
Conference planning | William Don Jefferson
task force allisondonfamily@comcast.net @FAM FT
Social media Melissa Tran
missablue@gmail.com

Diversity & Ethics Committee Members —
Chair,

Vacant .. Looking for some interested
members to contribute??

Contact Ibarlow110@msn.com
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CHAPTER LEADERSHIP & FAMFT Board Representatives

Broward Association for Marriage and
Family Therapy

Staci Lee Schnell, M.S.,C.S., LMFT

Clinical Director of CWCSF

BAMFT President

CHADD Coordinator South Broward/North

Dade

Counseling and Wellness Center of South

Florida

p:  954-951-2929 m: 754-400-1211

f: 954-252-3767

a: 11011 Sheridan Street, Suite 211
Cooper City, FL 33026

W: e:

Miami/ Dade Association for Marriage
and Family Therapy

Michael Alicea, PhD, MSW

786.222.7671

mjalicea@bellsouth.net

GainesvilleNorth Central Association for

Marriage and Family Therapy

Silvia Echevarria-Doan, Ph.D.

FAX: (352)376-2042 Cell: (352)359-3938
silvia@coe.ufl.edu

Orlando/Central Florida Association for

Marriage and Family Therapy
President CFLAMFT

Olivia C. Ambs, MA, LLC

2700 Westhall Lane, Suite 110
Maitland, FL 32751

Office: (407)475-1025

Fax: (407)475-1027

Email: OliviaCAmbs@gmail.com
www.OliviaRiches.com

Tallahassee Association for Marriage
and Family Therapy

Kristen Greene, PhD, LMFT

Tallahassee, FL 32306

kgreene@fsu.edu

Tampa/Tampa Bay Association for
Marriage & Family Therapy

Ana Elizabeth losipan, PhD, LMHC, LMFT,
MCAP

250 15th Ave. S.

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Cell 727-550-7269

Email: drana@anagoesbanana.com

Palm Beach/Palm Beach Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

Organizer: Debbie.Manigat@cscpbc.org

Pensacola: Organizescqueline K Clarke, PhD, LMFT, MCAP jacqclar@nova.edu

Daytona Beach OrganizeBonnie Ardoin

bonnieardoinb@yahoo.com
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FAMFT Committee Reports

Restructuring Committee

Edie Siemann submitted - In 2015, the FAMFT Board established the
Restructuring Task Force in preparation for t
By-Laws change vote which took place August of 2015. One of the changes
proposed in this By-Laws change was to eliminate AAMFTO s t-tieo structure in
order to reduce member dues and allow members/former Divisions to re-
organize in ways that would be most meaningful and relevant. Priorities were
identified by FAMFT members who attended the October 2015 Town Hall
meeting in order to assist the FAMFT Board and Task Force in considering
various structures to meet these needs. The top 3 priorities were: Advocacy;
License Protection, Networking and Continuing Education. Although the AAMFT
vote did not pass overall as a By-laws change requires more than 61.42%,
FAMFT members overwhelmingly voted in favor of the By-Laws change with an
82% in favor vote.

In June 2017, AAMFT will put forward a similar vote to membership. Since
Florida voted in favor of this change the last time, the FAMFT Restructuring
Task Force once again is fully engaged in examining different structural options
in the likely event that the vote will pass. This 11 person task force has been
meeting monthly to develop options for the FAMFT Board to consider and
recommend to FAMFT members. Stay tuned for more information, inquiries and
announcements regarding this important work regarding our professional
association in Florida.

Conference Committee:

Don Jefferson reported they had met many times and currently have the annual
conference planned for November 3-4 in Orlando at Nova Southeastern
University. The plan is to have Dr. Ken Hardy as the Plenary Speaker.
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Membership Committee:

AnnalLynn Schooley reported that she is requesting chapters appoint a
membership representative; She asked if Tyon was receiving the monthly
member reports from AAMFT yet? (Not yet). She wants to put together a
checklist of member benefits to send renewing members. The 2017 Goals for
this committee is: How do we reach new members and how do we maintain
current members?

Chapter Reporits

BAMFT Report: The Broward chapter had two productive and well-attended
meetings in the month of January, paving our way to a successful 2017! The
first meeting was for board members only. It included a review of the Bylaws,
our calendar of events, as well as events with FAMFT. The second meeting,
was a chapter meeting which was open to the public, gave us an opportunity to
hear what our community expects from us.

The board members chose to sign the Bylaws in front of the community
attendees to show our commitment to our chapter and to our positions. Some
suggestions from our community attendees concerned the title of registered
interns, licensure exam preparation, and dissertation round tables.

Some of our major upcoming events include a Lunch and Learn on Bowen and
Business, a Social in collaboration with a new private practice start-up
focusing on self-care for helping professionals, a Clinical Expo, a Pre-
licensure/Licensure event, and a Fall Family Festival.

Wedre excited to share that three of our board
house promoting their new private practice! Our Clinical Expo scheduled in
April will offer additional information on the ins and outs of private practice.
Representing BAMFT at the Rally in Tally was an amazing experience and
opportunity to discuss issues that impact us as mental health providers and
the communities we serve. We look forward to working with Representative
Sharon Pritchett on Anti-Bullying and will continue to challenge our legislators
to support our work. An even greater challenge as individuals, providers, and
members of our communities is to continue to promote our uniqueness as
MFTS and the important role we hold.
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TBAMFT Chapter: Our chapter report is that we had a meeting with Dr.
Caroline Perjessy, PhD, LPC, Assistant professor, and Director of clinical
training at Argosy University. We are joining forces with them to have our first
networking event (open house) at their university to get their students involved
in our chapter (professional development). This event will also be an
opportunity for the students to connect with Qualified supervisors, and find
potential sites or agencies for internships. This event will be in April 5, 2017
from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. A flyer of this event will be created and sent to you to
put it in the FAMFT website. We will also put it in our website and Facebook.

We will also have a conference call this Wednesday 02-15-17 at 8:15 to start
planning this event, and to redefine our goals.

Thank you, Larry for all that you do for the association, and all your help! Have
a wonderful week

Ana Elizabeth losipan, PhD, LMHC, LMFT, MCAP

CFAMFT Report: As a brief update, we had 11 members join us in Tallahassee.
We have had two well attended meetings this year. We are refining our
membership system in a variety of ways in order to recruit more members. We
are planning to bring Hedy and Yumi on 10/20 for a presentation. We are
starting a mentor/mentee program. In march we have a panel of speakers from
various religious backgrounds who will be discussing marriage, sexuality, and
relationships.

Olivia C. Ambs, MA, LLC
Licensed Mental Health Counselor

NCFAMFT Report from Silvia Echerravia-Doan: Here is my very brief report from
our NCFAMFT Chapter. We are doing well and most excited about our All day
conference featuring Terry Hargrave on May 19th. | am attaching a flyer with
some detailed information that Edie put together for us. Please spread the
word and we hope to see in you all in good ole Gville in May. Other than that we
continue to stay tuned in re: the restructuring process and keep plugging
along. Our schedule for workshops for the year is as follows:
Workshop Dates & Speakers

March 17" 5 Paul Wheeler 5 Domestic violence

May 19" & Terry Hargrave Conference § Forgiveness in Families

________________________________________________________________________________________|
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C.
D.

July 7", 2017 & Lisa Wolcott & Eloise Kay 6 The Daring Way (Brene Brown)
October 20", 2017 5 Therapy with Transgender clients

Our best to all of you from the NCFAMFT Board and Chapter,
Silvia

Reports were made on behalf of Jacksonville, Palm Beach and Daytona Beach
about efforts to engage and start new chapter activities.

FAMET ™)\

FLORIDA ASSOCIATION FOR
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPY .~

Serving Floridaés families, through professional |l ead

2017 Annual Conference Call for Proposals

Florida Association for Marriage and Family Therapy

ATreati ng the Margi nal i zed an:ct

Dealing wi t h Di stress I n Todayods

Nova Southeastern University
4850 Millenia Blvd
Orlando, FL 32839

Nov 4, 2017
Call for presentations
Presentations are welcomed and encouraged from members and non -members of
FAMFT. Submissions should be  relevant to both traditional and non -traditional

family therapy perspectives. Priority in selection will be given to those
presentations that involve creativity, relevance, audience participation and
originality. Also, presenta  tions that fit well with the theme will be given priority
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acceptance.

Examples/Ideas of relevant topics:

Impact of gun violence/local terrorism

LGBT community

Polyamorous Relationships in Therapy
Protests and Empowerment

MH in the Age of Divisive Politics

Personal Bias in the Therapy Room

Ageism, Sexism, Racism.etc. in the Workplace
Is Therapy in Private Practice only for the rich?
Discrimination Accepting Qients Based on Multicultural Variables
HomelessnessCommunity

How can | treat when I'm suffering?

=8 =A== 0_0__4_91

The professionals submitting the abstracts accepted for the program are

responsible for contacting all co -presenters. Presentations this year will be three
hour trainings  and one hour trainings for student focused topics . All presenters
must register for  the day they are presenting. This year however, FAMFT has

agreed to charge workshop presenters only one -half registration fee for the
November conference. Presenters are responsible for audio -visuals costs, handout
costs, lodging, and travel costs. However , FAMFT will provide screens and LCD
projectors in the classrooms . The most effective method would be to load the
presentation on a thumb drive.

Abstracts may be submitted no later than May 31 , 2017 . Notification of acceptan ce
will be made by June 15 |, 2017 . Please submit three copies (if sent by mail) or

submit via email to Ibarlow110@msn.com. If you send it via email, there will be a

confirmation of receipt.

Presenting at the annual conference is an opportunity for:

> Contribution to the field of m arriage and family therapy

> Contribution to colleagues

> Exposure for your practice or school

> An opportunity to grow professionally

> Improves opportunity to present at the AAMFT Conference

Presentation Formats (Choose one)

Workshop: a) A one -hour pre sentatio n for student topics , or b) athree -hour
presentation.

Signature:
Date:
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Contact information:

Name
Phone: (Office) Cell
Email: City Zip

Enclose Curriculum Vitae for all presenters. Submit three copies of CV by mail or one copy by
email Ibarlow110@msn.com.

Form for Submitting Presentation Proposal

Title:

Presenter(s): Please indicate if there is AAMFT affiliation. List each presenter's name, only one
professional degree, only one professional sdting, city, state (just as you prefer them to appear in
the conference brochure). Do not list presenters who will not be presenting at this conference.

Presenters information: Please list name, degree and professional affiliation (LMFT, etc), and any

current faculty appointment. List contact information, address, telephone, email. Attach if needed.
State licensure and/or certification numbers are required in order to provide CEU.

Presentation Description: Typewritten, 200 word maximum. Attach if needed . Include agenda
(outline of format) and Learning Objectives (how measure knowledge outcome).

If you submit by mail, please send to Dr. Larry Barlow, Executive Director, FAMFT, 2888-1 Mahan
Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32308.

If by email: Ibarlow110@msn.com

Florida Association for Marriage and Family Therapy
2888 -1 Mahan Drive

Tallahassee, FL 32308

850 -681 -3639 phone 850 -681 -0284 fax
www.famft.org
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eConnectiop,‘

Find us on

Facebook

Florida Association for Marriage & Family Therapy

m @FAMFT

www.FAMFT.org
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